By Lee Martin
Arlington, Virginia
ORIGINS
Over the past thirty to forty years, many gun manufacturers have
offered Blackhawk/New Frontier style single-action revolvers; companies such as
Herters, Hawes, North American Arms, Interarms Virginian Dragoon, Mossberg,
etc. Most, if not all, were built to handle more modern chamberings such as the
.44 Magnum and were priced to compete with the Ruger line. One of my
favorites was the Seville series of single-actions as produced by United Sporting
Arms of NewYork and Arizona. As fine as these pistols were, little has been
written about them and they’re not often seen in the used market. To date, the
best source of information is J.C. Munnell’s article as found in the Standard
Catalog of Firearms (Mr. Munnell was once a part owner of United Sporting
Arms, and was kind enough to provide me with a history of these handguns).
The original Seville-style revolver started as the “Abilene” and was
designed by Sig Himmelmann. His goal was simply to create a revolver that
blended the lines of a Colt New Frontier with the strength and functionality of a
Ruger Blackhawk (included below is a photo of the original unblued prototype).
In doing so, he later founded the United States Arms Corporation of Riverhead,
New York around 1972. Production lasted for a few years, and though the
quality of the Abilene was outstanding, it was too small an entity to gain
widespread distribution. It just so happens that Mossberg & Sons Inc. was
interested in marketing a single-action in and around 1979, and subsequently
purchased U.S. Arms.
The U.S.Arms/A.I.G. Abilene was distributed by Mossberg from
1980 to the end of 1983 and included numerous variants. The majority of these
guns were chambered in .357 and .44 Magnum, though it does appear that a few

hundred were in .45 Colt (these are extremely rare, and as far as I know, only
had 6” barrels). All made use of an anvil-link safety device that was Mossberg’s
answer to Ruger’s transfer bar mechanism (note: Ruger tried to sue the original
U.S. Arms Co. over the use of the transfer bar; more on this later). Two finishes
were offered to include bright blue and a magnaloy brushed chrome; the latter
has caused many to believe that stainless steel Abilenes exist, but this isn’t the
case. The .357s and .44s came through with 4.5”, 6”, and 7.5” tubes and retailed
for around $300.00. A less common model was the silhouette version of the .44
Magnum which was outfitted with a 10” barrel. These also were upgraded to
include an Elliason adjustable rear sight, Partridge style front blade, fingergroove grips, and a list price of $375.00. As for being collectable, there doesn’t
seem to be much demand for the Abilene. In fact, I’ve encountered many
excellent condition .44 Magnums that sell in the $250 - $350 range. Factors that
do increase their value include: 1) Silhouette versions of the .44 Mag, 2)
Magnaloy finished models, and 3) Factory wood presentation cases which were
originally a $125.00 option [1].

UNITED SPORTING ARMS
The Seville and El Dorado’s history is much more convoluted.
Essentially, these models were offshoots of the first United States Arms
Company, which underwent and ownership split around 1976-77. While U.S.
Arms of Riverhead produced the Abilene from 1976 – 1979, Sig Himmelmann
and Forrest Smith set-up shop in Hauppauge, New York. It was here that they
continued to manufacture the blued Seville and stainless steel El Dorado under
the banner of “United Sporting Arms Inc”. The Hauppauge interest eventually
went on to establish a second assembly facility in Tombstone, Arizona, circa
1979. I later found out however, that this was not a coordinated move.
Apparently, all of the production was originally going to be transferred to
Tombstone because the town was synonymous with the “Old West”. In the end
though, the parts were still manufactured in New York and shipped to Arizona
in plastic bags where they were blued, assembled, and distributed. Thus, the
Tombstone guns are somewhat hard to distinguish from the east coast models in
that the frames were still manufactured in New York (“Hauppauge, NY” was
engraved on the frame). Fortunately, the Arizona guns did have a “T” on the
end of the serial code, which stood for “Tombstone”; as far as I know, this is the
only way to determine where these early guns were assembled. Sig
Himmelmann’s son recently told me that the Tombstone facility was really

nothing more than a small metal shed. When his father resurveyed the facilities,
he decided to move the again, this time to the old mining town of Bisbee, AZ.
Going on the assurance of local bankers who sought to attract new business, Sig
relocated to Bisbee where less than 200 guns were assembled; these frames were
marked “Bisbee, AZ”. Much of the Bisbee appeal was the lure of expansion
money, floor space, and training programs. When none of this materialized, the
interest moved again, this time to Tucson. This third move occurred in 1980, and
by now Forrest Smith had decided to stay in New York. With moulds and
production capability in both Hauppauge and Tucson, Sig and Forrest split
United Sporting Arms into El Dorado Arms of NY and Sporting Arms, Inc. of
AZ. One last thing to note about the dual assembly/production sites was that
stainless Sevilles were never built in Tombstone and Bisbee. The New York plant
did produce a stainless El Dorado using 17-4 Ph steel, but no frames were ever
shipped to Arizona. A “Silver Seville” model was a Tombstone variant, but it
was merely a blued gun fit with a stainless backstrap. Interestingly enough, this
model was not really planned, but instead came to be when Sig Himmelmann
temporarily ran out of blued gripframes. In order to finish the guns that were
partially assembled, he used the stainless backstraps that were on hand.
Regardless of how they were devised, the Silver Seville was a beautiful singleaction revolver. The Tombstone Commemorative was also built in Bisbee, using
stainless steel cylinders, barrels, and backstraps. Though 200 were
commissioned in .44-40, only about 60 were ever completed and retailed for
around $750.00. As with the Silver Seville however, the frames were blued. I
have a good friend who is very much interested in acquiring one of these
Commemoratives. If you know of one that’s for sale, please contact me at
sc429@yahoo.com.
More ownership changes and relocations occurred throughout the
1980s, so much so that it’s easier to depict using a timeline. Below is a
production history of the guns, which is partially based on the J.C. Munnell
article [2]:

 1972 – United States Arms is formed in Riverhead, NY
 1976 - United States Arms splits into United States Arms of Riverhead,
NY and United Sporting Arms of Hauppauge, NY
 1973 to1979 – United States Arms of Riverhead produces the Abilene
model
 1976 – United Sporting Arms of Hauppauge begins producing the
blued Seville

 Early 1977 – The Hauppauge facility begins to produce the stainless
steel El Dorado
 1979 – A second United Sporting Arms facility is set-up in Tombstone,
AZ. Only blued guns were built here using Hauppauge parts
 Mid 1979 – The Tombstone site is moved to Bisbee, AZ (less than 200
guns were produced at this location)
 1980 – The Bisbee site is moved to Tucson, AZ. Around this time,
United Sporting splits into El Dorado Arms of New York and Sporting
Arms Inc. of Arizona. New York guns used the El Dorado name, while
the Arizona model was called the Seville (both stainless and blued
guns were now available from Arizona).
 1979 to 1983 – Mossberg acquired United States Arms and began to
produce the Abilene in New Haven, CT.
 1982 – United Sporting Arms begins to manufacture “maximum”
length frames.
 Early 1983 – Sporting Arms, Inc. undergoes another ownership change
and the name becomes “United Sporting Arms, Inc.”.
 1983 - El Dorado Arms of Hauppauge ceases production. Russell
Wood, one of the owners, moves to North Carolina in 1984
 Early 1984 – Sig Himmelmann leaves United Sporting Arms. He
would continue to build Sevilles however under the name “Sporting
Arms Inc, Tucson, Arizona. Though the exact number of post ’84
“Sporting Arms, Inc.” guns is unknown, I believe it to be between 100
– 150.
 Late 1985 – United Sporting Arms is sold to Burolcy Industries and
moves to Post Falls, Idaho. Only a couple hundred guns are produced
at this location and their quality was subpar
 1988 – Forrest Smith moves from New York to North Carolina, and
with Russell Wood, creates El Dorado Arms of Chimney Rock, NC. A
new blued counterpart to the El Dorado is added (the Laredo model).
A fixed sight single-action called the “Rebel” is also introduced.
Interestingly enough, the first North Carolina El Dorados were
assembled in Russell Wood’s living room. Eventually, a production
facility was built near Forrest Smith’s home.
 1988 – United Sporting Arms of Idaho sells it’s assets and the
tooling/inventory is moved to Chimney Rock, NC. El Dorado Arms is
now the combination of both the old United Sporting Arms (AZ) and
El Dorado Arms of New York.
 1997 – El Dorado Arms ends production.

Now my intent isn’t merely to rehash the Standard Catalogue of Firearms article.
Instead, I’d like to focus on the quality, dimensions, and features of the guns
themselves, and in doing so, attempt to highlight the many variants that exist.

FEATURES
I’ve long considered the United Sporting Arms Seville to be quasicustom, though they were a production gun. For one, the variation in barrel
lengths, finish, chamberings, and grip configurations is staggering. Secondly, the
fit and finish is well above that of most mass produced single-actions. Though I
don’t have a spec sheet for any of the New York produced guns, the Tucson
Sevilles were advertised as possessing the following features: 1) 17-4 Ph
construction on the stainless models and 4140 steel on the blued guns, 2) Hand fit
and hand tuned assembly, 3) Maximum cylinder gap of 0.002”, 4) Trigger pulls
regulated to 2-3 pounds, 5) Crowned muzzles, and 6) Berylium copper firing
pins and trigger return springs. Like the Ruger Blackhawk, all Sevilles made use
of a coil main spring and contained a transfer bar safety feature. The transfer bar
was very similar to the Ruger design, so much so that Ruger threatened to sue
the original U.S. Arms company over its use. Sig Himmelmann and Bill Ruger
eventually reached a compromise, and the Seville was denoted as containing the
Ruger patent (after 1983, United Sporting Arms referred to the part as an
“Ignition Plate Safety Mechanism”). Unlike the Blackhawk however, the Seville
was a “half-cock” gun and was reminiscent of the Old-Model Ruger. Another
unique feature of these revolvers was that the serial number was stamped on the
frame, backstrap, and the front of the cylinder, hence the parts were matched.
Cylinder fit was always good and the base pins were installed as to prevent jump
upon recoil. United Sporting Arms didn’t accomplish this by way of a set-screw,
but instead drilled the latch hole on the base pin deeper (note - the latch screw
often had to be loosened to remove the pin).
If there’s one quality of the Seville that is immediately apparent, it’s
the action. They’re exceptionally smooth, and as such I equate them to the
Python of single-actions. Again, trigger pulls are between two and three pounds,
though most come in closer to 2 lbs. Even when opening the loading gate, these
guns have a very polished feel about them. This isn’t to suggest that the actions
aren’t tight; to the contrary, they’re very well fit and possess rigid lock-up. If you
ever get a chance to thumb a Seville, do yourself a favor and give one a try.

Dimensionally, the Seville was quite close in size to a Ruger
Blackhawk, though they did use their own moulds (Gray-Syracuse Inc. did the
castings in New York while Dolphin Castings poured the parts in Arizona).
Once complete, all of the frames were heat-treated and magnafluxed, and from
what I’ve been told, the most common area for defect was around the rear sight
and cylinder ratchet. Obviously, any part that didn’t exhibit 100% integrity was
discarded. Consider the following:
Spec
Cylinder Diameter
Top-Strap Width
Top-Strap Height

Seville
1.728"
0.692"
0.352"

Ruger
1.730"
0.720"
0.300"

Outwardly, the frames only appear different in how the top strap and lower
portion are contoured. Everything else is pretty much Blackhawk in shape.
Internally, the Seville did differ with respect to the use of a firing pin bushing,
and unfortunately this feature became the topic of some debate. Sig
Himmelmann made the bushing large so that it would cover the entire casehead,
hence there was no “bushing-to-frame” overlap on the cartridge’s rim. In doing
so however, the insert did protrude slightly into the frame’s ratchet recess. For
whatever reason, some writers and experts alike claimed that this made the
frame weaker than that of a Blackhawk. Ironically, John Linebaugh’s early .45
Colt conversions were done on Seville frames using oversized 6-shot cylinders.
As many of the early reports show, the guns were safely pushed to 55,000 CUP
without incident. As a result, I don’t buy into the “weak frame” rumor,
especially as it pertains to the stainless Sevilles. Remember, while Ruger was
using 416 (or possibly 410) series, the Seville & El Dorado used 17-Ph stainless
construction. If there’s any doubt as to which stainless is stronger, take a look at
what Freedom Arms uses on their 83s and 97s.
Another similar design element between the Seville and the Ruger is
the backstrap, though I’m not sure if they’re interchangeable. At a minimum, the
front of a Seville gripframe is more narrow than that of a Blackhawk, so it would
never be a perfect fit. Now Seville grips are completely interchangeable with
Super Blackhawk panels. In fact, United Sporting Arms used Super Blackhawk
Presentation Pachmyrs on many of their stretch-framed guns. Two parts that
won’t remind you of a Ruger are the hammer and trigger assembly. The
hammer spur is wide and not unlike that of the Colt Python. The Seville’s trigger
contour also feels straighter than a Ruger’s and the trigger guard is more
squared. Obviously, these are subtle differences.

One dimension that was well received by SuperMag shooters was the
length of the cylinder on the stretch-frame guns. While the Ruger Maximum was
heavily criticized for top-strap cutting, the Seville used a longer cylinder and
never seemed to exhibit this problem (or if they did, no one made a big deal of
it). Needless to say, the Seville cylinder was ~2.070” in length, or 0.118” longer
than the Blackhawk Maximum’s. Whether the extra 0.118” made that much of a
difference or not, many swore that it did. Personally, I believe that Sporting
Arms’ use of stainless steel did more to prevent frame erosion than any degree of
cylinder length.
Sig Himmelmann’s serial numbers are another point of confusion.
Specifically, he started the sequences at high number ranges such as 1,000, 2,000,
or 3,000. In doing so, he left the low number ranges open for limited edition runs
and special number requests. Thus, serial numbers such as “S/N – 357M 31XX”
may have been the “hundredth + XX” built or the “eleven-hundredth + XX” built,
etc. United Sporting Arms started at “001” on their models once the company
reorganized in late 1983.

VARIANTS
Summarizing Seville variants is no easy task. J.C. Munnell himself
indicated that it would be nearly impossible to list all the various “caliber-finishbarrel length-gripframe” combinations that exist [2]. One thing that complicates
such an inventory is that United Sporting Arms offered many different
chamberings, and built quite a few prototype guns. Standard calibers like the .44
Magnum, .45 Colt, .41 Magnum, and .357 were the common examples. Stretchframed guns were sold in .357 Maximum and .375 SuperMag (United Sporting
Arms called it the .375 USA), though experimental guns were built in .41 and .44
SuperMag. The last two are relevant because they were done well before Dan
Wesson unveiled the .445 and .414 SM. Other chamberings include the .44-40,
9mm and .45 Winchester Magnum, .44 Special, .32 H&R Mag, .218 Mashburn
Bee, .22 K-Hornet, and even the .454 Casull. Unquestionably, these calibers were
produced in very limited numbers and I wouldn’t be surprised if some were
single-digit runs.
The .454 Casull is a model that is of unique circumstance.
Apparently, only 30 were manufactured by United Sporting Arms before
production ceased; rumor has it that the round was considered to be too much
for the Seville frame. J.C. Munnell though talks about shooting the .454 Casull in
a Seville and makes no mention of it being unsafe [2] (for the record, United

Sporting Arms used a “.454 Magnum” inscription on these guns). The Standard
Catalog of Firearms article also points to the fact that some 50 .454 Casulls were
produced by a source other than United Sporting Arms. These guns were
actually built by Sig Himmelmann and all were labeled “Sporting Arms Inc.,
Tucson, Arizona”. Some were produced prior to the formation of United
Sporting Arms in 1983, while others were assembled after Sig Himmelmann left
the company in March of 1984. I was lucky enough to get one of these, as well as
a 1 of 5 IHMSA .454 built by United Sporting Arms. Though J.C. Munnell claims
that the Sporting Arms version was of subpar quality, I don’t find this to be the
case. In fact, my Sporting Arms version has better fit and overall tolerances than
my IHMSA Seville, with the exception of one dimension. Simply put, the
Sporting Arms .454s had oversized chambers for the Casull cartridge. Whereas
most .454s mic at 0.479-0.481”, the Sporting Arms came in at 0.490”. Though not
ideal, these guns are perfectly safe for the .454 when pressure is kept at or below
50,000 CUP. Another point of great confusion was whether the .454 used a
different frame from that of the standard Seville. Outwardly, they appear to be
the same size, but I later found out that the Sporting Arms .454s did have heavier
barrel threads. Much of this was the result of Wayne Baker of Freedom Arms
visiting the plant. Not only did he recommend a 5-shot cylinder, but also
suggested that the barrel area be expanded to accommodate a larger thread
diameter. The barrel shank area was altered to achieve this, and thus the .454
Seville frame was born. Below are the dimensions for both the Sporting Arms
and United Sporting Arms .454 frames. As you can see, the exterior dimensions
are essentially the same, with the main difference being the larger barrel threads
on the Sporting Arms frame (larger thread diameter, not total thread length).

Frame Window Height
Frame Window Width
Cylinder Length
Top Strap Height (at gap)
Top Strap Width
Frame Window to Front of Frame
(barrel thread length)

United Sporting
Arms .454

Sporting Arms .454

1.760"
1.874"
1.759"
0.293"
0.692"
0.600"

1.748"
1.891"
1.737"
0.337"
0.694"
0.600"

Additional limited production models include:

 Helldorados – four of these were built in the Bisbee facility. All were flattop guns, had no front or rear sight, were blued, and had barrel lengths of
around 5” [2]
 Tombstone Commemorative – 60 were produced in .44-40 using blued
frames and stainless steel cylinders, backstraps, and barrels (1979). J.C.
Munnell indicated that all of the serial numbers began with TC-1 and the
barrel contained, “Tombstone, Arizona 100 years of history 1879-1979” [2]
 Sheriffs Models - most were blued and had 3.5” barrels and used a
birdshead backstrap. I’ve seen a few of these for sale and many have
yellow ramp inserts on the front sight (note: the birdshead backstrap was
used on non-sheriffs model guns as well)
 .357/44 Bain & Davis – Sig Himmelmann chambered at least one cylinder
for this round in the late 1970’s.
 Rawhide finish guns – these were blued guns that were lightly beadblasted
 Hunter finish guns – non-glare stainless finish that was the result of light
bead-blasting
 IHMSA .454 Casulls – 5 were produced using 10” silhouette barrels. The
IHMSA logo was also engraved on the top strap. These were made by
United Sporting Arms, Inc.
 Sporting Arms IHMSAs – .357 Maximum and .375 SuperMags that had
the IHMSA logo engraved on the top-strap. I’ve been unable to determine
how many of these were made, but most were produced by Sig
Himmelmann (their quality is outstanding).
 Sporting Arms Maximums/SuperMags with fluted cylinders – some of
Sig Himmelmann’s Sporting Arms stretch-frames used fluted cylinders.
I’ve seen examples for both the 7.5” and 10.5” models.
 Qwik-Kit guns – an interchangeable barrel and cylinder design so that
multiple calibers could be used on the same frame. Originally designed
by Ray Herriot of Centaur Systems [3]. These guns had the Centaur logo
engraved on the side of the frame
 .22 Long Rifle/.22 Magnum – introduced in 1988 and built in the Chimney
Rock, N.C. shop
 Rebel Model – an El Dorado Arms gun that was of fixed-sight design.
Offered in both blue and stainless steel
 Laredo Model – introduced in 1988; essentially a blued version of the El
Dorado
 .357 Maximums on non stretch-frames – At least one .357 Max was done
on the standard El Dorado frame. These guns were built Hauppauge,

New York and had the front of the frame windows expanded to accept a
1.90” cylinder (the result was a shorter barrel shank length)

POST FALLS, IDAHO SEVILLES
United Sporting Arms was eventually bought by Burolcy Industries
of Post Falls, ID in late 1985. They weren’t in the gun business long though and
in total, only around 200 Sevilles were made at this location. Two additions that
did come from Idaho were the .32 H&R Magnum Sevilles and the .41 B&M
prototypes (see below). From the get go however, the Idaho guns were plagued
with problems. Quality was never up to par with the Tucson United Sporting
Arms Sevilles, and I’d never even try to compare them to the Sporting Arms
version or El Dorado models. They also lacked consistency, and the quality
seemed to decrease as more guns were built. Most of the problems related to
timing, cylinder fit, and finish. The latter was quite obvious in that the frame
markings were etched, not engraved. As a result the writing was shallow, hard
to read, and just plain sloppy. My Post Falls .357 Maximum actually has the
United Sporting Arms logo inverted, as placed below the loading gate area.
Basically, the whole design it mirrored 180 degrees left-to-right, so the “S” is to
the right and is backwards. I noticed it the minute I picked-up the gun, yet
somehow it still got out of the factory. Granted, it doesn’t effect how the gun
shoots, but does speak to the lack of quality control at Post Falls.
The Idaho Sevilles had two other features that were not present in
all other models. For one, the firing pin bushing was reduced in size. I have no
clue as to why this was done, but suspect it had to do with the rumor that the
oversized bushings weakened the frame. Secondly, the ejectors were not
positioned on the stretch-frame guns to where the base pin could be held in place
when extended. In other words, they’d fall out when you pulled the cylinder. A
minor difference, but still annoying. Lastly, a few Idaho guns were engraved
with the IHMSA logo, as was the case with some of the Tucson Sevilles.

EL DORADO ARMS
El Dorado Arms became what many believe was the best of the El
Dorado/Seville line of revolvers. Though El Dorado Arms started in New York
after Forrest Smith split from United Sporting Arms, they really evolved in the

Chimney Rock, NC facility. It was there that the “all” 17-4 Ph stainless guns
were built. This included not only the cylinders, frames, and barrels, but the
backstraps, ejector housings, and all internal parts right down to the
screws…...interestingly enough, El Dorado Arms was probably the first to button
rifle 17-Ph stainless barrels in the early 1980s. When hardened to Rockwell 38,
these barrels had roughly twice the tensile strength of 416 stainless which
Rockwells around 21 (apparently, Forrest Smith’s daughter did all of the barrel
work out of the North Carolina shop). Secondly, the guns were meticulously
assembled, tuned, and tested. For example, the El Dorado frames were x-rayed
after being poured to eliminate any casting inconsistencies. If you take a look
underneath the trigger assembly, you’ll see that the frames were stamped to
indicate they passed this test. There’s also a number underneath the trigger that
specifies which mould was used to cast the frame. To the best of my knowledge,
this is either a “1” or “2” designation. Moreover, the grips were completely
custom fit to each backstrap and were offered in coco bolo, rosewood, or burled
native wood. I’ve also been told that the other El Dorado Arms partner, Russell
Wood, did all the grip work. Additional features include cylinder gaps between
0.0015” and 0.003”, engraved (not stamped) lettering that was gold filled, sand
blasted front sights to deflect light, and a lifetime warrantee. Any of these guns
could be ordered with one pound triggers, which was very desirable for
silhouette work. I have a couple of Chimney Rock .44 Mags that are set to one
pound, and their let-off is incredible. This is just another example of El Dorado
Arm’s emphasis on total quality.
El Dorado Arms offered numerous models in both standard and
stretch-frame configuration. With a starting price of $650, the stainless El Dorado
could be had in .22 LR, .357 Magnum, .357 Maximum, .375 SuperMag, .44
Magnum, and .45 Colt. While the .375 SuperMag wasn’t always catalogued, they
would build you one if interested. I recently purchased a North Carolina built
.375 and it’s definitely one of the best fit Seville/El Dorados I own. .41 Magnum
was also catalogued early on and then dropped within the first year. In fact, I
doubt that any .41s came out of the Chimney Rock plant, though I’d love for
someone to prove me wrong. Barrels were set to 4 5/8”, 5.5”, 7.5”, 9.5”, or 10.5”,
but El Dorado Arms would cut other lengths upon request. One of the most
popular Seville options was the birdshead grip frame, so El Dorado Arms offered
these as well for an additional $20; for another $40 the customer could have a
brass backstrap and ejector shroud installed. A very rare Chimney Rock gun is
the blued Laredo model and fixed sight Rebel versions. These, as well as any
other blued El Dorado variants, had a base price of $575.00.
Though El Dorado Arms produced guns in North Carolina from the
1980s up until 1996/1997, it’s unlikely that more than 1,000 guns came out of

Chimney Rock. In the used market, they’re far rarer than either the Tucson
Seville or New York El Dorado. In keeping with the history of these guns, it was
a quality over quantity proposition for Forrest Smith and Russell Wood…..a
factor that definitely contributes to their collectibility. El Dorado Arms ceased
production in 1997, and I believe that Forrest Smith passed away in either1998 or
1999. From what I’ve gathered, Forrest’s daughter had much of the tooling
destroyed, though I suspect that the component moulds still exist (note – these
moulds were adjustable, hence they could be expanded to produce the maximum
length frame). I should also note that if you ever encounter an El Dorado with
the serial number prefix of “FS”, it was one of Forrest Smith’s personal guns.

STRETCH-FRAME GUNS & THE .375 SUPERMAG
For as many different Seville models that exist, I’ve always been
hooked on the stretch-frame version. In part because they were stainless, a finish
that was never offered on the Ruger Maximums. More importantly, they were
chambered for real flat shooting rounds like the .357 and .375 SuperMags. I have
four in .375 and consider it to be one of the most overlooked handgun cartridges
of recent times. Though it did capture the attention of silhouette shooters in the
1980s, the .375 SM was terribly short-lived. Dan Wesson did chamber the round
up through the early 1990s, but production numbers were low. Unfortunately,
the .375 SuperMag was always an expensive and/or time consuming gun to
shoot. Factory loaded ammunition was never mass-produced, in spite of
Winchester manufacturing components for IHMSA (~100,000 cases made off of
cut down .375 Winchester; the headstamp read “.IHMSA – 375 SM”). I acquired
a box of 50 unfired shells when I bought my .375 Seville, and due to its rarity,
I’ve kept them NIB. The only other option is to make the cases off of either .375
Winchester or .30-30 brass…..undoubtedly a step that would deter many
shooters from working with the cartridge. Secondly, loading dies are uncommon
and tend to be expensive. I have three sets of Reddings that are of excellent
quality, but know that RCBS and CH-4D still make the .375 SuperMag. If you’re
interested in the Reddings, they’re part of their custom series and cost around
$140.00. RCBS lists these under their Series H dies as “.375 USA Magnum”,
which would make the price well over $150.00. CH-4D is the most reasonably
priced, and at last check, they went for $69.00.
Load data for the .375 SuperMag (aka .375 USA) is somewhat
inconsistent. The Hornady manual includes a section for this round using their
220 grain flat-point bullet, but the velocity figures seem low. With an 8.75” Dan

Wesson, Hornady shows a 220 grain going at only 1,300 fps. One of the major
reasons that the DW’s weren’t as fast is that some used a slow 1-14” twist. I
believe, though I’ll have to confirm, that Sporting Arms employed a 1-18”, which
would definitely help in the velocity department. My Seville came with
suggested loads that covered a wide-range of suitable powders. Some notable
ones include:
Bullet
220 Hornady
220 Hornady
220 Hornady
220 Hornady
220 Hornady

Powder
WW296
H110
IMR 4227
WW 680
2400

Chg Wt (grs)
24.0
26.0
23.5
27.0
21.5

Velocity
1,671
1,709
1,639
1,692
1,688

Note – all of these were from a 10.5” barreled Seville, and are considered maximum.

For more, please see my “.375 SuperMag – Seville Loads” article. The data is
from United Sporting Arms original work with the round, circa1983.
If you talk to a lot of the old IHMSA shooters, many preferred
WW680 in the .375 SuperMag. Winchester did discontinue this powder back in
the early 1990s, but surplus WW680 still exists. Though I’ve yet to try them, I’ve
also been told that H108, AA1680, and H116 are close substitutes. One thing I do
recommend is the use of large rifle primers in the .375 SuperMag. Large pistol
will work, but most people have found that accuracy is improved with a little
hotter spark. Since Sevilles and El Dorados were tuned to very light trigger
pulls, you may need a heavier mainspring when shooting large rifle. If so, Wolf
spring kits can be adapted to the gun.
Another long-framed Seville that I find intriguing is a Post Falls,
Idaho prototype that was chambered for the .41 B&M Magnum. Though I’ve
never even seen the gun mentioned in print, they exist because I spotted one on
internet auction in early 2003. The description was vague, but did note that it
was a 1 of 2 prototype which included a set of reloading dies and a second
cylinder in .41 Remington Magnum. Originally, I thought that the round was
simply a .414 SuperMag that had been coined the B&M Magnum (remember,
U.S. Sporting Arms worked with the .41 Maximum prior to Dan Wesson), but it
seems unlikely. Specifically, I doubt that they’d make a separate, long cylinder
in .41 Mag since the Remington can be fired in a .414 chamber. Eventually, I got
in touch with the current owner and he confirmed that the .41 B&M is a .445 SM
necked down to handle 0.410” bullets. In the end, the gun sold for around $750
and to this day I regret not buying it.

IN CLOSING…
One reason I decided to write this article is that there’s a lot of
misinformation surrounding these guns. In fact, I’ve heard many conflicting
stories as to who designed the revolver, how the models evolved, where they
were built, etc., etc. Though this isn’t the “end-all” to the history of the Seville &
El Dorado, it will hopefully give credit where credit is due. My secondary goal is
to dispel the myth that these revolvers were mere Blackhawk clones, because that
isn’t the case. Instead, they exist as high-end to custom grade single-actions that
brought forth some unique innovations.
I don’t often see Sevilles/El Dorados for sale, though I’m always
looking. In the Munnell article, he estimated that only around 6,000 guns were
produced between the New York, Arizona, Idaho, and North Carolina facilities.
Consider for a moment that a Ruger Maximum is rare in that ~9,600 were
shipped between 1982 and 1984….in other words,.3,600 more than the twentyplus year Seville & El Dorado run.
Over the years, I’ve collected a lot of literature on these guns to
include the following:



















El Dorado Arms Price Sheet (1989)
El Dorado Arms Product Description Guide (1989)
El Dorado Arms Price Sheet (1993)
El Dorado Arms Product Description Guide (1993)
IHMSA News – “El Dorado Arms” article (1992)
U.S. Arms business card from the early 1970s
U.S. Arms letterhead (mid-1970s)
United Sporting Arms Letterhead (1984)
United Sporting Arms business envelopes (1984/85)
United Sporting Arms advertising slide: .454 Magnum, .375 USA,
and .357 SuperMag (1984)
United Sporting Arms dealer price list (1984)
United Sporting Arms distributor price list (1984)
United Sporting Arms consumer price list (1984)
United Sporting Arms box labels (1984/85)
El Dorado Arms business card (early 1990s)
Original United Sporting Arms Seville & El Dorado advertising
slide (mid-1970s)
U.S. Arms price sheet (circa 1974)
United Sporting Arms Seville Service Manual (1984-1985)

 Qwik-Kit conversion, advertising slide (early 1980s)
 Sporting Arms Silhouette Seville advertising slide (early 1980s)
 Sporting Arms Sevilles, standard frame advertising slide (early
1980s)
If you would like photo-copies of any of the aforementioned, or have additional
information to share, please write me at sc429@yahoo.com. Also, I buy all variants
of the Seville and El Dorado single-action. If you have one for sale, or know of
one that’s available, please drop me a line.
Note: I consider this article to be a work in progress. As I gather more
information on the history of these guns, I’ll make periodic updates.

THANKS TO: J.C. Munnell, Dave Morris, Nick Vesa, and Rick Maples

VERY SPECIAL THANKS to John Himmelmann…..without his help, this
article would not have been possible.
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PHOTOS (more to come)

.357 Maximums: (Top) – Sporting Arms Inc, IHMSA version, (Middle) – Sporting Arms,
Inc, 7.5” fluted cylinder, (Bottom) – United Sporting Arms .357 Maximum, Post Falls, ID
built

375 SuperMags – (Top) – United Sporting Arms .375 USA, (Middle) – United Sporting
Arms .375 USA, 7.5”, (Bottom) – El Dorado Arms .375 SuperMag, Chimney Rock, NC
built

El Dorado Arms .44 Magnums: (Top) – El Dorado Arms .44 Silhouette, Hauppauge NY,
(Middle) – United Sporting Arms El Dorado, Hauppauge NY, (Bottom) – El Dorado
Arms .44 Magnum, Chimney Rock NC

Silhouette Sevilles: (Top) – United Sporting Arms .454 Magnum, 1 of 5 IHMSA version,
(Bottom) – Sporting Arms Inc, .357 Magnum

Two rare .45s: (Top) – Sporting Arms Inc, .454 Magnum. 1 of about 50 built. (Bottom) –
Mossberg AIG Abilene in .45 Colt. Only a few hundred were ever chambered in .45.

United Sportings Arms Silhouette Seville in .357 Maximum

Sig Himmelmann’s unblued Abilene prototype. This was the first U.S. Arms gun ever
built (circa 1972)

Early Linebaugh conversion: 6-shot .45 Colt on a Seville frame. Photo courtesy of Rick
Maples

The first Sheriff’s Model Seville built by Sig Himmelmann (~1975)

El Dorado Arms .357 Maximum on a standard frame. Notice how the frame window has
been opened to accept a 1.90” cylinder

Sporting Arms Inc., Qwik-Kit conversion (.44 Magnum and .45 Colt). Photo courtesy of
John Himmelmann

